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Y. farnishinz the fatigne parties. This labor
was of the most fatigning natare, The work-
ing pariies would often siuk to their knees
fu the mul. Sometimes the gnn-carriages |
would slip off the causeway and sink to their
hubs, causing great delay and requiring the
most hereulean efforts in prying them out. But
all ohstacles wera overcome, aud om the morn-
ing of Feb. 12 the platforms were Jaid and six
picces of cannon were mounted, commanding
the Savannah River. On Febh. 4 three rebel
gunboats cames down the Savannah River and
opened fire on the battery, abount one mile dis-
tant. Battery Vulean, 28 it was called, re-
turned the fire. Ope of the vessels was struck,
and the others withdrew and returned to Sa-
vannal,

Another battery, named Hamiltop, was con-
gtrocted on Bird Island, in the Savannah River,
nearly oprosite Battery Vulean, on
Jsland, and wmwounted six guns, five of which
were rifled eannon., This battery commanded
both ehanncls of the Savannah River, and such
gilence was preserved by the fatigue parties in
its construction that the enemy’s gunboats in
the river were not aware of the movement
until it was too late to prevent . 5

This battery completed the investment of
Fort 'ulaski on the Savannah side. The com-
plete investment of the fort dates, however,
from Feb, 22, when a battery of three guns was
constructed on Decent Island, commanding
Wilminzton Narrows and Lazaretto Creek.
This was supported by two companies of the
4Gth N. Y. A guard-boat, mounting a navy 6-
pounder, was posted considerably in the ad-
vance to intercept any messengers that might
attempt to reach Fort Pulaski from this direc-
tion. -

THE INVESTMENT.

The first vessel with ordnance and ordnance
stores arrived in Tybee Roads on Feb.21. The
forces then in front of Pulaski consisted of the
7th Conu., 46th N. Y., two companies of Ist N,
Y. Enzineers, and the two Rhode Island bat-
teries. From that time until the 9th of April
the troops were engaged in landiug orduance,
ordnance stores, engineer material, ete., making
fascines, gabions and roads, constructing gun
and mortar batteries, depot and service maga-
gines, and in building bomb-proof shelters for
the cannaneers. Eleven batteries were con-
structed, monnting 36 pieces of artillery of vari-
ous caliber, consisting of heavy mortars, Colum-
biads and James and Parrott rifles, as follows:

Jatters Stanton, five 12-inch mortars, com-
manded by Capt. B. F.Skinner, 7th Conn.; Bat-
tery Grant, three 12-inch mortars, by Capt.
Charles E. P'almer, Tth Conn.: Battery Lyon,
three 10-iuch Columbiads, Capt. L. H. Pelouse,
15th U. 8. luf; Battery Lincoln, three EB-inch
Columbiads, Capt. L. E. Tourtelotte, 3d R. L
Art: Baticry Buranside, one 13-inch mortar,
Serg’t Jumes E. Wilson, U. 8. Enginecrs; Bat-
tery Sherman, three 13-inch mortars, Capt. .
G. Fraucis, Tth Coun.; Dattery Halleek, two
13-inch mortars, Capt. O. 8. Sanford, 7th Conn,;
Batterv Scott, three 10-inch mortars and one
8-inch Columbind, Capt. Pardue Mason, 3d R.
I. Art.: Battery Sigel, five 30-pound DParrotis
and one 45-yound James rifle, Capt. Seldenech,
46th N. Y.; Battery McClellan, two Si-pound
and two 61-pound James rifles, Capt. H. Rogers,
3d R. I. Ari.; Battery Toiten, four 10-inch siege
mortars, Capt. D. C. Rodman, 34 R. 1. Art.

These batteries during the bombardment of
the fort were worked continuously in three
reliefs.
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| and did not take a political shape.
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In addition to these hatieries s large scow
had been brought aronad and through Lazaretto
Creck, ou which was a most effective battery of
rifled cannon. The honor of construeting the
batteries u=ed in the reduction of Fort Puiaski
isdue to the 1st N. Y. Engineers, the battal-
ion of which was under the command of Lieut.-
Col. James . Hall. The 46th N. Y., 7th Conn,,
3d R. I At Sth Me. and 76th Pa. furnished
the fatigue parties.

Lieut.-Uol. Hall, Capts. Graef and Sears, and
Lieuts. Dalrvmple and Brooks, of the Engineers,
and Maj. Deard, of the 43th N. Y., rendered
valuabie i

assistance. The fatigue duty was ex-
cessive, especially on Jones's and Bird Islands,
but it was in all cases most cheerfully per-
formed. Iudividualactsof beroism and personal
bravery were of daily occurrence. Nothing
seemed too hazardoas to undertake or too difii-
cuilt to perform.
THE SUMMONS,

On April © orders were issued by Gen. Gill-
more that “the batteries established against
Fort Pulaski will be manned and ready for
service at break of day te-morrow, 10th inst.”
Soon afier daylizhit on the morning of the 11th
Maj.-Gen. David Hunter, who had on March |
31 saeeeeled Gon. Shoerman i the command of |
the Depaztruent of the Seuth, dispatched Licut. |
James Ii. \Vilson, Topegraphical Engineess, to

Fart Pu i, bearing a flug of truce and the
following spmmens Lo surrender:

s DEPARTNENT oF TUE SorThH,
Tysee Istasp, Ga. in02,
Tothe Commanding Ofieer Fort Palaski, Ga.

Sik: 1 herebiv demand of you the nnconditional
surrender and restoration of Fort Pulaski to the
suthority aud possession ol the Uniled States,

This demnod is mnde with a view Lo save the ef-
fusion of bloed which must foliow the bombard-
ment apd ag-auil now in readiness to be opened.

The pumber, ealiber and compleleness of the bat-
terics now surrounding yvou leave no doubt as to |
what roust be the resuit in case of yvour vefusal, and |
an the dofvnse. however obstinabe, must eventaally
stecomie Lo the assailing force st my disposal, it is
hoped ®:51 vou may sve fit o averl tue useless
wasie of e,

This cousmmuuicntion will be earried to you, under |
flag of truce, Ly Lieut
snd military engineer, who is suthorized to wait |
any period nol excecding 50 winutes for your an-
swer.

I bave Lthe honor to be, sir, very respectfully,
your most obedient servant,  Davip HosTER,

Heapgoauss

April 11,

|
James I1. Wilson, U. 8. A |
|
|
f

Msjor-General commanding. |

he reply of the rebel
Pulaski was a= foliows:
Heapgrantins Fort Purasn,
Mas-Gex. Hlraver, commandiug U,
bee Iulund.
Sie: 1 hsviethe b
Of yonur Comgigne
uncoLEIi omind =2

A pril 10, 1862,
8. forces, Ty-
mor to acknowliedyre the receipt

sion of this date duinanding thie

cuder of Forl Pulasiki. In reply

1 ean only =ayv that I am here o defend the fort—
Dot lo surrender |
I have the honer to be, very respectiully, your

obedicnt servant Coanies 1l GLRSTEAD,
Culonel, 1st Ga., Commanding Post,
THE BOMBARDMENT.

The order was then given 1o open fire, com-

mencing wilh the mortar heitteries. The first
shell was lired shool 8 o'clock a. m. from Bat-
tery Halleck, and the several hatteries along
the line opened fire one aftey another. The
enewy fvilovwed this up sneccuively with a
vigorous butl not very accurate tire. By

noon on {he 10th it became evident that the

work would be breached By the aid of a
powerfal (oloscope it corld be seen that the
rifle proj 5 were doing effvelive service.
As cvening ¢ objects were readered indis-
tinet and the firing ceased, with the exeeption
of two tars, ene 10-uch mortar, and

coinmander at Fort |
| of the detested foreigners

| decline, she and her family

TIIE CAPTURED MUNITIONS.

Upon an inventory being taken of the ecap-
tured ordnance and ordnance stores, it was
found to consist of 43 eannon of various cali-
two of which were 24-pound rifled
Blakely (English), 6,212 unprepared and 874
prepared projectiles, 40,700 pounds of gun-
powder, and a miscellaneous quantity of small-
Arms,

Col. Olmstead, the commanding oflicer of the
surrender®d® garrison, struck all who came in
contact with him as a inan of superior charae-
ter. He was apparently mot over 35 years of
aze, tall and well shaped, with ahigh forehead,
ealm and reflective countenance, and mild and
The conversation
was entirely confined tothe eventsof the siege,
He enter-
tuined the National officers in his own guarters
while they were awaiting the arrival of the Com-
manding General, with a courteous hospitality
and subdued geniality which won their
hearts. Gen. Hunler gave him back his sword
a3 a compliment to his gallantry and courtesy
as a soldier and geutleman,

During the bombardment 5,275 shots were
fired from the National batteries, of which 2,293
were from rifled cannon, The distance from
fort varied from 1,650 to
3,400 yards. The total loss on our side was one
man killed. None of the pieces were stiuck.

The appearance of the fort after the bom-
bardment bore convincing testimony to the
terrible efficacy of the fire of the National bat-
teries, Most of the barbet guns were dis-
mounted or vendered temporarily unservice-
able, and the fort was completely breached.
Exposed to such an ordeal, it is no reflection
on Southern valor thut the gallant Confederate
Col. Olmstead was forced to surrender. Thus
ended once of the most remarkable bombard-
ments of the presont age. For the complete-
ness of its arrangements and the speedy effect
of the firing, the investment and reduction of
Fort Pulaski stands without a parallel in the
aunals of military enginecring.
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SUNDAY MEDITATION.

Practical Duties Taught by a Study of the Imter-
national Sanday School Lesson Appointed for
March 14. Est.. 4:10-17; 5H:1-38,

[One peading these notes should first carefully
study the paragraph from the Holy Sceriptures as
indicated above. ]

Our lesson is the story of Esther. We are
borne back to the year 474 B. (., or back for
over 23 centuries, The Book of Esther gives
account of events occurring.between the com-
pletion of tho second temple—the one con-
structed by Zerubbabel—and the going to Jeru-
salem of Ezra. The interval between these
two events is that between 515 B. C. and 457
B. C., a period of 58 years.

Two books of the Holy Seriptures are named
from women, to wit, those of Ruth and Esther.
Ruth was a Gentile, while Esther was a Jewess,
Ruth married a Jew, while Esther married a
Gentile. It is cupposed the Book of Esther was
written mainly by Mordecai, Ezra adding the
last few verses. Noe allusiou to Esther is made
elsewhere in the Old Testament, and it is never
quoted in the New Testament. Oue peculiarity
about it is the omission from beginning to end
of the word God or any other title for the
Deity. Many hold the reason for such omission
is the fact the book is a literal extract from the
Chronicles of the Kings of Persia.. One fact is
cerlain, that while we have in the book no
word for God, we can see his haud, or Provi-
dence, all through it. The story covers about
10 wears of history.

The life of Esther centered in Shushan. At
that day Persia extended from India to Ethi-
opia, embracing 127 provinces. Palestine itself
was one of these, Shashan was the Capital of
that great empire. It was named Shushan
from the abuudanee of lilies thereabout, but it
is known most of all by Esther's history—
Iisther, of whese purity and modesty the lily's
whiteness is the beautitfulest emblem. It wasa
mazuificent city—the receptacle of trophies
from many a Persian eonquest, a city of
grandest architecture and greatest wealth and
culture. There were the King's palaces and
the nobles' mansions. Shushan is yet known,
it is on the Ulai. Travelers wonder at the
great rnins there. Jlow such debris confirm
Bible stutements! Explorers find pavement of
floors which auswer exactly to the deseription
found in the Book of Esther. It is of bits of
red, blue, black and white marble. (1:6.)

Mordecai was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin,

| a deseendant of the eaptives taken from Jeru-
| salem to Babylon,
| an aged maz at the

He mmst have been guite
timoe of our lesson. He
was brother to Esther's father. As an uacle
he had the eare of his niece,

The central figure 15 sther, Having been
left an orphan, she was taken aud reared by
Mordecai. The word Esther means a star;
beautilol name, indeed, for her, who shines out
so fustronsly in the galaxy of Jewish women ;
{for her, who, as a star, may guide many a one
to the Bethlehem of parity, patriotism and
piety ; for her, who brought light to Ahasuerus,
and who removed {rom the condemned Israel-
itish captives threatened darkness. The as-
count says she was * fair and beautiful.,” Her
Babylonien name was Hadassah, which means
a myrtle, and that in turn, by botanical sym-
bolizm, signifies Love. Ahasueras, the King,

| beeame incensed azainst his wife, Vashti, and,

by a strange series of events, she was expelled
acd Esther became the Queen.

Persian princes, led on by Hamanp, the prime
miunister, became jealous of the Jews, They
tried to humiliate the eaptive race, They made
demands of them which could not be granted
consistently with the peeculiar religious opin-
1ons held by the Jews. Henece animosity origi-
nated between the iwo parties. At length,
Haman secured an order for the extermination
One hope is left,
Esther is Queen. It is possible she can stir up
in the King's heart sympathy for the onllawed
race. Mordecai is convinced it is her daty to
attempt to save her own people; that if she
will rue the day
of refusal ; that Esther had come to the throne
providentially, 80 as to be of serviee just at
this nick of time. Thelaw governing approach
to a Persian King was very severe, The at-
tempt was a question of lileor death. Assassi-
nation was feared by the Eastern rulers, In-
deed, this very Ahasuerns was slain in sleep.

¢ Lsther well knew the Persian law that if one

ene SU-potuud Parrott,. These were fired at (re-
quent inlervals during the night. From ob- |
servations made during the afternoon: it ap-
peared izl some of the barbet guns of the fort
had beeu disabled, and at leswst three of the
casemzte guns stleneed. Thus far there had

bern no casusities on our side.

On the morning of the 11th onr batteries
again opened with decided effect, the fort
returning a well-direeted fire. By noon
breach wus discovered which rapidly enlarged,
Enad at 2
od the wiile ';'...'.

O e

Shortly afterward Gen.

Gillwore procceded to the fort with his Aid,
Lieut. Budan. These were followed by Maj.
Halpine, Adintaut-feners! ov fien. Hunter's

slall Cupts, iy and Hawkes, of Gen, Benham's
staff, and Licut John Irwin, U. S. N., accom-
panied by Licut. James F. Hall, 1st N. Y. Eng.,
and Capt. Polouso, Inspector-General of the
Department of the South,

THE SUERRENDER.

a | ber to cnumerate at leugth.

k iu the afternoon the fort hoist- |

go to the King uunbiaden, be will die, unless
percuance the King raise iisscepterin forgive-
ness of intrusion.  She sends word to Mordecai
to gather the Jews together—to direet them to
fast for three days and nights—and promiscs
she will violate the law as to going into the
King, saying, *and il I perish, I perish.” At
o3¢ of three days she arrays herself so as
ost to gain the favorable side of the King,
herself at the inner court of the
patace, and ventures towurd the throune. 0,
what & moment! Will he raise the scepter?
1f not, Esther will be a corpse within an hour,
and the Jews wiill be fated. The scepter rises
and Esther steps forward to touch it. Nowshe
can make her request. We know the sequel,
The leader against the Jews, Haman, met the
fate he plotted for the leuding Jew, Mordecai,
Esther's race was saved.

Practical thoughts oceur in too great num-
We notice sev-

the ¢l

preenls

cral :

1. We sce the power of women. De Toeqgue-

| ville, Luving visited our country from France,

said the *“singalar prosperity and growing
strength of the American people is mainly the
superiority of their women.” If a4 nation can
use such a power, it is time the Charch should
learn a lesson; time the Chureh should avail
itself of this help; time for women to make
themselves efficient as possible for Christ and
His Kingdom. If Esther conld serve a heathien
King, it 15 time for Christian women to see
what they can do for the King of Kings. Re-
mewber the account of Esther is in our Bible

! at the dictation of God himself

Gen. Gillmore entered the furt alone, the
other officors, at the request of Col. Olstead,
remauning oniside,  After a short parley the
terms of ea; itulation were negoliated and Gen. !
Gillmore reiurned to submit the articles to |

Gen. IHunier, leaving Maj, Halpine, Capt, Ely
and Lieut. Irwin to receive posscssion of the
fort and gorvison and to await the forces de-
tailed for its occupation. These officers then
entercd the tort, the small-arms of the garrison
having heen stacked in the area and the men
ordercd (o theirquarters. The Nstional oflicers
were thoy eonducted to the quarters of Col.
Olmstesd by his Adjutant, where the commis-
gioned ollicers of the garrison were asscubied.
The garrisos pmmbered 361, 24 of whom were
officer=, and consisted of five companies
native Goorgigus, one German and one Irish,
Upon the return of Gen. Gilluore the sur-

render of the fort was received on the follow- |

ing terms:

First. The forl, armament, and garrison to be
surrendered al once to the forces of the United
Blates.

Second. The officers and men of the garrison to
be allowed to retain possession of their private of-

Third. The sick and wounded under the charge
of the Hospital Steward of the garrison 1o be sent
mader flag of truce to the Confederste lines,

[Signed) Cnarves H. OLusTEAD,
Coulonel, Ist Ga,
Q. A. Giuinoke,

-Gencral, Commanding U. 8, Feoros,
P a5 hos laiand, Ga.

three |

2, Learn to be patriotie. Love your nation,
Never be ashamed of your race. Esther, though
Queen, did not forget hor down-trodden people,
She even risked her royaliy, yea, her bead, in

| effort to save them.

3. Sce how persons who lay traps for others
often themselves arve canght, (s, 7:16; 9:15;
Jud., 1:6, 7; M¢, 22:15, 22,

4. Observe the office of physical beanty.
(Est, 2:7; Apocryphal Book of Esther, 15:8.)
Even yot, and in our country, beauty plays its

{ part in national malbers. Senators and Repre-

sentatives are nol independeut of this infla-
ence. The gallery tells on the floor. Esther,
H: 1, also shows the utility of attractive dress
and winning toilet,

5. See in the life of Xsther a beautiful illus-
tration of the doetrine of special Providence.

6. Boanxionsfor your fellow-men condemned
to punishment for sin. (Est, 8:8.) Try to
rescue humanity, Be williug even te perish in
the interests of salvation.

e —— e See———. e e e

Piso's emedy for Catarrh fs the
Best, Fasiest to Use, and Cheapest,

Also good for Caold in the Head,
Hesdache, Hay Fover, & 5) ceuls,

S| HAS A CLOSE CALL

—_—— ———

His Adventures With Co. @ Guarding
a Forage Train.

—_— ———

“Company Q's bin detailed to go out 'n’ help
gnard a forage train to-morrow,” said the Or-
derly one evening at roll-call. “ You fellers
wants to all be up 'n’ dressed bright 'n’ early,
with yer cartridge-boxes full 'n’ a day’s rations
in yer haversacks. Be sure yver guns is in good
order, fer likely's not we'll have a squirmish
afore we git back !"

The 200th Ind. had been lying in camp for
two or three days, and the ambitions heroes
who composed that regiment were getting tired
of loafing about. Nothing chafed the raging
patriotism of the new troops like a condition,
however brief, of masterly inactivity. They
refused to ba comforted unless they were on
the warpath all the time. Their ideal of a
soldier's life was to take a rebel battery every
morning before breakfast, storm a line of works
to give them an appetite for dinner, and spend
the afternoon charging with cold steel the ser-
ried columns of the foe, and wading around
through seas of gore.

8o Corporal Klegg and Shorty and the rest
of the boys betook themselves with alacrity to
the work of preparation for the duties of the
morrow. Members of the other companies
watched the proceedings with jealous eye.
They almost turned green with envy becauss
they were not detailed for the expedition in-
stead of Co. Q.

“Say, Si," remarked Shorty, thonghtfully,
“hadn’t we better write a letter home? Who
knows but we'll be as dead as mackerels to-
morrer night!”

“Fiddlesticks!"” said Si. ‘“What's the use o’
havin® a funeral afore there’s any corpse!
We've bin through one fight ’n’ didn’t git hurt,
'n’ I've made up my mind there's no use git-
tin' into a stew over a thing that may hap’n
n’ may not. Time ’'nuff to fret 'bout it
when itcomes. 1 rceolleck one thing I learned
in Sunday-school—let's see, it was ‘S'ficient
unto the day is the evil thereof,’ or suth-
in’ likethat. Strikes me that's a good passidge
o' Scripter fer a soldier to keep pasted in his
hat. I aint goin’' ter hang back fer fear a bul-
let 'I1 hit me, nuther. If we're goin' to be
killed we can't help it, so let’s not fret our
gizzards!” And Sicrammed a handfual of hard-
tack into his haversack.

Si's cheery view of the ense was not without
its eflect npon Shorty. Indeed, it cannot be
denied that there was a great deal of common
sense in his homely, good-natured philosophy.
Sooner or later every soldier who did not “ peter
out” came gradually to adopt Si's idea as the
governing prineiple of his military career,

“Shouldn’t wonder if you was 'hout right,
after all,” said Shorty, as he sliced ap some ba-
con to have it ready for an carly breakfust,
“You're better'n medicine, Si, to a feller w'at

ridin' 'bout hyar this mawnin’ ;—mebby ye'll
run agin "cm "afore pight.”
“ How many o' your boys is among em?”
“We'uns is all Union.”
8'" Jest as long as we're 'round, I s'pose!” said
1. al i
A mile further om those who were in the
lead, rising to the, crest of a hill, saw—or
thought they saw—a few vagrant cavalrymen
far abhcad. The train was halted and disposi-
tions were made to meet any emergency likely
to arise. The men were ordered to * tumble
out” of the wagons. The main body was
formed in advance. . A line of skirmishers was
deployed in frout and flankers were thrown out
on either side. Thus protected, the mule
drivers again cracked their whips and the pro-
cession moved cautiously forward.

‘“Now keep yer eyes skinned,” said Si to
Shorty, as they trailed along through the
woods and fields and over fences, on one of the
flanks. “If anyof them raskils comes dodgin’
‘round here let’s try 'n' have the first crack at
'em, 'n’ git the bulge on the rest o’ the boys!”

Keenly alert, with muskets loaded and
capped, they crept carefully along, poking their
noses into every thicket and peering around
every building. It was clear that there would
not be anything in the natare of a surprise if
the whole line was as well taken care of as the
particular point gnarded by Corporal Klegg
and his faithful friend Shorty.

“1t’s some like huntin’ squirrels up in the
woods of Posey County, ain’t it, Shorty ? " said
Si, as they forced their way through a patch of
brambles.

* Wall, yes,” replied Shorty ; “ but this "pears
to be rayther more excitin’. Ye know squir-
rels doesn't shute back at a feller like them
pesky rebbles does, an’ the fun 's all on one
side. I reckon ef squirrels ¢’d shute there
wouldn’t be 80 much huntin’ of 'em!”

It was really a disappointment to Si that he
found no opportunity to squint along the barrel
of his musket in range of a foe. If any of
his misguided fellow-citizens were in the
neighborhood they cousidered discretion the
better part of valor and kept out of harm’s
way.

In due time the Scroggs plantation was
reached. A basty examination showed that
there was an abundance of corn on the place to
load the wagons, and arrangements for a sud-
den transfer of the property were quickly
made. A third of the foree established a cor-
don of picket-posts around the marauding party,
covering all the avenues of approach, with re-
serves at convenient points. The remainder of
the troops stacked arms and entered briskly
upon thoe work of confiseation.

art of the harvest bad already been gath-
ered, and the first assault was made on a well-
filled eorn-house—one of a group of dilapidated
outbuildings a little way from the dwelling.
“0ld man* Scroggs protested with profane vehe-
mence, reinforced by the “old woman ' and the
entire family of children. We say “entire
family,"” because there conld not well have been
a4 more numerous progeny in one houschold
anywhere outside of Utah.

The head of the family cursed and swore,
ani his wife and the big giris looked as if they
wanted to do the same thing, as they stood

ConFIscATING THE CONTENTS OF A Corn-CRIBf

gits the blues sometimes!”

The preparations were soon made, and Co. Q
went to bed early. In tho morning the Or-
derly came around and stivred the boys up an
hour before reveille, as they were ordered to be
ready to start at daylight., The primary olject
of the expedition was forage for the animals,
the supply of which had run short. Besides
this each man had a secondary purpose, and
that was to gather in something on his awn
hook that would satisfy his longing for achange
from the regnlation diet. This was always the
uuw’ritteu part of the order to * go out forag-
ing.)

Daylight was just streaking over the camp
when Co. Q. equipped in light marching order,
leaving knapsacks behind, moved out to where
the half dozen wagons detailed from the regi-
mental transportation were ready for the start.
Each regiment in the brigade furnished a com-
pany and the same number of wagons. The
impatient mules were braying and flapping
their ears, as if they understood that they were
to be the chief beneficiaries of the raid,

“Pile in, boys!” said the Orderly, and they
clambered into the wagons. The guurds were
permitted to gide uutil there were symptons of
danger. :

Then- the muleteers, bestriding the Dbig
“wheelers,” eracked their long whips like pis-
tol-shots, addressed to the mules the usual
words of exhortation, and the long procession,
draw out upon the stony pike and took a brisk
trot. Comnsiderable foraging had already been
done in the vieinity, and it was expected the
train would have to go out several miles in or-
der to fully accomplish its ohject. The boys
were in fine spirits and enjoyed their morning
ride, albeit the jolting of the wagons gave them
a thoroughshaking up.

1 guess they forgot to put any springs in
when fhey built these wagons! ™ said Shorty,
a5 he shifted his position so that he might
catch the bumps in a new place for a while.

**Jest thinkin' that way mys=ell)" replied Si;
“but all the same, it beats travelin’ on the
hoof all holler!"”

Three or four miles out from camp the train
was halted while the officers in command made
inguiries of a cadaverous native wio was sun-

é‘f fl"""r e A .2
ey 7P b oy
5 ﬂ%‘fyg T

CF I )
\jaz 'H,
>

A SprerMuN NATIVE,

ning himself on the fonce, and whose principal
occupation soomed to boe chewing tobacco and
distributing the resultant liguid around in a
promiscuous way.

“(Giood morning, stranger,” said the officer;
“have you any corn on your plice?”

“Haint got a dog-pgoned ear left!” was the
sutly answer. “SBome o' you-unscs men wuz
out here yisterdy 'n’ tuk every bit I hed.”

This may or may not have been true. In-
quiries of this nature always developed the fact
that it was a man’s neighbors who had plenty
of corn; he never had any himself.

“Thar's ole man Seroggs,” he continued; “he
lives a matter o' two mile from hyar. I 'low
ye'll git sum if ye go thar. Hegrowed a power
o' cawn this yeah; he sold a heap, but I rockon
he's got a right smart left.”

During this time a couple of men, sent for
that purpose, had been making ¢ hasty exami-
nation of the ontbnildings on the pluce. They
reported that they conld find nothing in the
wag of forage. If the man had any corn he
had carefully concealed it. The train started
on to pay a visit to “ ole man Scroggs.”

“Sa;. old pard,” asked Si us his wagon drove
past, *“i9 there suy rebs 'round hare?”

“There wuz a few Confedrit critter-men

wringing their hands, their eyes flashing fire;
while the small-fry stood around and sohbed
with a vagne idea that pome dire calamity bad
befallen them.

The old Kentuckia *declared that he was a
“Union man,” and that he wonld demand of
the Government full revenge for this outrage.
It was noticed that there were no young men
around as there shounld be, according to the
economy of natare, to preserve the balance
of sex in so large a family. The officer in com-
mand asked him where all his sons were.

“Wall, I kaint tell yer 'zactly whar théy is,”
was the reply. * They aint to hum jest now,
I ’low they've got a right te g'way ef they
want ter!"

The officer had been itformed that there were
several representatives of the Seroges family
in the rebel army. The old man’s avowal of
loyalty was taken for what it was worth. That
it was not rated at a high figure was well
attested by the appearunce of the plantation a
few hours later.

Meanwhile the soldiers kept right along in
the duty assigned them. Thelcorn-house was
surrotinded by wagons, tho roof was gently
lifted off, and in scarcely more time than it
takes to tell thestorysix oreight of the wagons
were heaped with the contents. The mules
wageed their ears and brayed in anticipation
of the picnic they wounid have when they got
back to camp.

Then the force moved some distance and
altacked a large field of standiug corn. The
stalks had been “topped,” but the ears were
vet ungathered. The men started in between
the rows and swept through that field like a
eyclone, plucking the ears right and left. Buags,
baskets and boxes wers pressed into the serv-
ice. and as there were 1+ ¢ enough of these to go
round many bore the rn to the wagons hy
armfuls. 1t did not o’ e more than two or
three houors to strip every ear from the field.
A visitation of overgrown Kansas grasshoppers
conld not have done a rore thorongh job.

“’Fo' de Lawd, boss,” iaid an old darkey who
had been roosting on ihe fence watching the
spoilers, *I nebber see! de erap gaddered so
quick sinee Ise hawn. vou-uns all is powerful
smart, dat's shuzah !

But where were Corporal Klege and his com-
rade, Shorty, while all this was going on?

They had been stationed as sentinels near a
house, half a mile beyond, on the pike. They
woere catutioned to keep a sharp lookout, and
for a time they obeyed their instractions to the
letter. Their vigilant eyesswept the surronnd-
ing country, and no rebel conld have crept up
on them without getling a pair of hullets from
their ready nmuskets. Thoy saw no signs of an
encmy, and after a while it began to grow mo-
notonous,

“Shorty,” said Si, “I don’t b'lieve there's
any seceshers in these parts, an’ there aint any
use 'n us boih keepin’ this thing up.  Youn jest
watch out awhile 'n' I'll skin around ’n’ sce
what I kin find.”

Shorty agreed to this, taking it as an order
from his superior oflicer. Si threw his gun up
to a “right shoulder shift" and started off)
after azuin urging upon his companion the im-
portance of attending strictly to business,

Si had not gone fiar tiil he saw, penned in a
corner of the barnyard, a cow with a full ud-
der, from which a frisky young calf was busily
cngaged in pumping noarishment. A violent
feeling of envy toward that ealf began imme-
diately to rage in the breastof Si.  He had not
had a dranght of fresh milk since he left home,
and he felt that a little refreshment of that
kind would be particulirly gratifying to his
interior organism. It would strengthen him
and give him new cournge to stand up to the
rack if thoy should happ & to get into a fight.

“I say, Shorty,” he ‘called, “cummere a
minnit, quick!” 4

Bi's conseience smote him for ealling Shorty
from his duty and leaving the post anguarded,
but the temptation was too strong for him to
resist, and he wyielded to the iwpulse to tuke
the chances. Shorty eame on ihe run, with
eyes8 wide open. thinking his comrade had dis-
covered some rebels hanging around,

“ Look there!" said Si. pointing to the ma-
ternal scenc that has been alluded to. “ Let's
have some o' that., We'll git over the fence 'n’
yvou jest hoid the calf while I milk onr canteens
full, '"T'wont take more'n a jiffy !

“We ortn’t to leave the post, had we?" sug-
gested Shorty.

“Oh, there aint no danger,” Si replied; “an’,
besides, you kin keep lookin' cut while you're
hangin’ on to the calf. I was allers a good
milker, 'n’ I'll fill up these canteens in a couple
o' minnits.”

8o they climbed over aud leaned their mus-
kets against tho fence. Shorty svized the calf

and held it with a firm grip, in spiteof its strng-
gling and bleating. The cow seemed disposed at
first to resent the interference, but Si's persua-
sive, ““So, bossy " proved effectual in ealming her
fears, and she stood placidly chewing her cud
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while Si, spurred on by a guilty conscience,
milked with all his might.
The canteens were soon filled, and, without
stopping to drink, Si and Shorty hurried back

to their post of duty. All was quiet, and no
harm bhad resnlted from their brief absence.

“Itold ye'twould be all right,” said Si. * Now
we'll jest empty one o' these canteens—here,
take a swig—'n' we'll earry the other to camp.
It'll be jest bully to have milk in our coffee
agin!”

Then they betook themselves to duty with
redoubled vigilance, to atone for their derelic-
tions. After watching for an hour without see-
ing anything, Si said he would take another
little turn around the place.

Boldly advancing to the house, which was
some distance in front of their post, he was met
by a girl of about 18. She was rather pretty,
but to Si's ardent imagination she was like a
vision of surpassing loveliness. She greeted
him pleasantly—for Si was a comely youth—
and if the truth must be told, he actually for-
got for the moment all about his duty. When
she said she would get him up a good dinner,
and invited him into the house to sit while
she was preparing it, he just went right along.

Jut his conscience began to thump so loudly
that after a few minutes he told her he guessed
he'd have to go, but would be delighted to re-
turn in an hour and partake of her hospitality.

“May I bring Shorty—he's my pard—'leng
with me?” he timidly asked.

“Certainly !"” sbe replied, with asweet smile;
and Si went away, his perves tingling with
pleasant emotions to the very tips of his fin-

ers.

**Shorty,” he said, as he came up to the lat-
ter, “I've struck it this time. Over to that
house there’s the purtiest gal 1 ever —"

“Wha-a-a-a-t!” interjected Shorty, with a
look of astonishment; for he knew something
about Siand Annabel—the gzirl he left behind
him—and he was both surprised and pained at
S1's treasonable enthusiasm,

Si easily divined his thoughts, for something
of the same nature had already caused his
own heart to palpitate in a reproving way.

“ Of—c-c-course— 1 d-d-don’t—mean th-th-
that, Shorty,” he stammered; but she’s a nice
girl, anyhow, 'n’ she's gittin" up a dinner fer
me 'n’ you. Bet ye it’'ll be a nice lay-out, too!"”

Shorty did not feel gqnite at ease in his mind
about leaving the post again, but Si assured him
it would be all right. The peculiar circum-
stances of the case had sadly warped Si's judg-
ment.

So they went to the house and were cordially
greeted by their fair young hostess, who was
flying around, putting the finishing touches to
the meal she had prepared for them.

“Jiminy, don't that smell good ?” said Si to
Shorty in an undertone, as his sansitive nostrils
caught the savory odors that arose from the
nicely-spread board.

The young Hoosiers stood their guns on the
floor in a corner of the room, preliminary to an
assault on the edibles.

“Ugh!” exclaimed the young woman, with a
coquettish shiver, “be them awful things
loaded ? "

“ N—no!"” said Si; * they wont hurt ye if ye
don't touch 'em!”

Si was learning to fib a little, and he wanted
to quiet the girl's fears.

The boys were soon seated at the table, boun-
tifully supplied with haw, chicken, eggs, bread
and butter, honey, and all the accessories of a
well-ordered repast, They fell to with an
eagerness that was, perbaps, justified by the
long time that had elapsed siuce they had had
a “square meal.” Si thought that never in his
life had anything tasted so good.

While they were thns engagzed, without a
thought of impending danger, the girl suddenly
opened the door leading intoan adjeiniug room,
A voung man—who proved to be her brother—
in the uniform of a rebel soldier, dashed in,and
presenting a cocked revolver, demanded their
unconditionz]l and immediate surrender,

They were in a tight place. DBut Si proved
equal to the sudden and appalling emergency.
It flashed through his mind in an instant how
the girl had “played it” on him. IHe made up
his mind that he would rather be shot than be
capturced under snch eircumstances.

Si sprang up, and the rebel, true to his word,
fired. Si dodged, and the ball only chipped a
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pieco from his left ear. There was not time to
got and use his gun,  With the quickness of a
eat Si sprang upon him, and with a blow of his
fist laid him sprawling upon the floor. Dis-

arming him, he placed the revolver at his head |

and trimmphantly exelaimed:

“ Now, eaul durn ye, you're my prisoner. I'd
like to blow the top o' yver head off fer spilin’
my dinner, but I wont do it this time. DBut
vou jist git up 'n' come "long with me!”

With his completo mastery of the sitnation,
Si's confidence returncd, and Shorty, who had
been dazed and helpless ot first, recovered him-
self and came to his assistance.

But at this instant their ears caught the
sound of horses’ hoofs galloping down the
pike.
was a dash of rebel eavalrymen, snd that a few
moments luter eseape wonld be impossible,

“Grab yer gun an’ git ! he said to Shorty,
at the same time casting one ferocious glauce at
the terrified girl, who stood, white and speech-
Iess, contemplating the scene.

Si and Shorty dashed out of the house and
started for the reserve, at the highest speed of
which their legs were capable. On clattered the
horses, and a few shots from the carbines of the
gwilt-riding horsemen whistled throungh theair.

Six feet at a jump, with thumping heartsand
bulzing eves, the fugitives almost flew over the
ground, throwing quick glances back at their
pursners, and then ahead, in the hope of catch-
ing a glimpse of suecor.

“Shorty, it we——-only git ont ¢’ this——'
but 81 found he hadn’t any wind to spare to
finish the sentence. We must leave to the
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reader’s imagination the good resolutions as fo
his fotore conduet that were floating in Si's
mind at this eritical juncture. He saw the

of that alluring young woman and her sedue-
tive dinner. What Le had read about Adam
and the trouble Eve got him into, in pretty
much the same way, flashed before him. It
was a good time to resolve that he wounldn't do
S0 any more,

Shorty, long and lank, was swifter on his
feet than Si. Hardtack and bacon had not yet
reduced the latter's surplus flesh to a degree
that enabled him to run well. Shorty kept
ahead, but would not desert his comrade, slow-
ing up for an insiant now and then to give Si,
who was straining to the utmost every nerve,
and pufling like a locomotive on an np grade, a
chance to keep within supporting distance.

The soldiers of the reserve, taking the alarm,
came out at a double-quick and were fortu-
nately able to cover the retreat of Si and
Shorty. The half-dozen cavalrymen, upon the
appearance of so larze a force, turned their
horses and galloped away.

*Hello, Si,” said the Orderly of Co. Q, “yer
ear’s bleedin’. What hurt ye?”

*Fell down and scratched it on a brier!”
said Si, as soon as he was able to speak.

That night Si1 and Sherty sat on a log by the
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eampfire, talking over the events of the day.

“ Don’t ye never blow on this thing,” said Si.
“It'd be a cold day for us if they'd find it ont.”

“There aint no danger o' my teliin’,” replied
Shorty. “ Bat, say, ain’t that a ‘ nice’ girl out
there?"

“She’s a mean rebel, that’s what she is! But
that was a smart trick o' her'n, wasn’t it 2"

“ Come mighty near bein’ too smart fer ns!”
replied Shorty. *“1I don’t want no more such
close shaves in mine. You 'member the story
of the spider 'n’ the fly, don't ye? Wall, she
\]v:ls lthe spider 'n’ we was two poor little fool
flies!”

“Shorty,"” said Si, “ I'd a mizhty sight ruther
be an angel an’ bave the daisiesa-bloomin' over
my grave than to bhave been tuk a pris'ner in
that house. But that dinner was good, any-
how—what we got of it!”
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Si's quick pereeption told him that it |
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seels o all who send lie. for my New Se¢ed Cala-
jogue. A, C ANDEHRSGN, Creston, Neb,
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i, 16 econta 5 packets
ayv e’ addresea
BELL, Windsor, N. Y.

BEDS. £ packes
vou table sead, 19 cvnls >
ne ol packets free.  J.J.

Mention The National Tribuse.

* IND for tiee f Books of Amusements
S.ﬁ; Rers, Liplo Gymnastics, Fortune Tellers,
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s, [etter Writers, Etlquette, ete,
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L AN MANF G, ¢ 0., HARTFORD, COSN,
Moeution 1'he Natlona! Tribune.

Poorm tenarant WMastele, Wiictem,
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\:GI:ZSTE;; WANTED for the best Wasning Machine
£ Agenls sample, $5L.50; retail price, 00, Addres
the Eric Washer Co., Erie, Pa.

addresy, =4, 1 refer the doubting to our Fostmaster.
Address A, CURRIER, Wiilsbogro, Essex Co., N.
Y "ANTED-AGENTS for the life of GENERAL
HANCOCK, by the renowned Liographer, F. E.
the Life of Grant. B B. RUSSELL, Pub’r, Boston, Mass,
Mension The Natlonal Tribune.

Mention {he National Tribune,




